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Home Church Connections
Third Sunday of Lent

“Nourishing Faith and Community”



Words of Welcome
The Gathering of the Community

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Almighty God,

unto whom all hearts be open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee,
and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: Hear O Israel, The Lord our God is one
Lord; and thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength.
This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto
it: Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two
commandments hang all the law and the prophets.

Lord, have mercy upon us, and write both these thy laws in our
hearts, we beseech thee.

Let us pray,

Father of mercy,alone we have no power in ourselves to help
ourselves.When we are discouraged by our weakness,strengthen us
to follow Christ,our pattern and our hope;who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit,one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Proclamation of the Word



Reading One: Isaiah 55:1-9
A reading from lIsaiah

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that
have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without
money and without price. Why do you spend your money for that
which is not bread, and your labour for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves
in rich food. Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you
may live. | will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast,
sure love for David. See, | made him a witness to the peoples, a
leader and commander for the peoples.

See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations
that do not know you shall run to you, because of the Lord your God,
the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. Seek the Lord while
he may be found, call upon him while he is near; let the wicked
forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return
to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he
will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor
are your ways my ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are higher
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my
thoughts than your thoughts.

Here ends the reading.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 63:1-8
A Psalm of David, when he was in the Wilderness of Judah.

O God, you are my God, | seek you, my soul thirsts for you;



my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is
no water.

So | have looked upon you in the sanctuary, beholding your power
and glory.

Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise
you.

So | will bless you as long as I live; | will lift up my hands and call
on your name.

My soul is satisfied as with a rich feast, and my mouth praises
you with joyful lips

when | think of you on my bed, and meditate on you in the watches
of the night;

for you have been my help, and in the shadow of your wings |
sing for joy.

My soul clings to you; your right hand upholds me.

Reading Two: Corinthians 10:1-13
A reading from the First Epistle to the Corinthians

| do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our
ancestors were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea,
and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all
ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink.
For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the
rock was Christ. Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of
them, and they were struck down in the wilderness.



Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might
not desire evil as they did. Do not become idolaters as some of them
did; as it is written, ‘The people sat down to eat and drink, and they
rose up to play.” We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some
of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. We must
not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by
serpents. And do not complain as some of them did, and were
destroyed by the destroyer. These things happened to them to serve
as an example, and they were written down to instruct us, on whom
the ends of the ages have come. So if you think you are standing,
watch out that you do not fall. No testing has overtaken you that is
not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be
tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also provide
the way out so that you may be able to endure it.

Here ends the reading.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading: Luke 13:1-9

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory be to thee O Lord.

At that very time there were some present who told him about
the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.
He asked them, ‘Do you think that because these Galileans suffered
in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? No, |
tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. Or



those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on
them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others
living in Jerusalem? No, | tell you; but unless you repent, you will all
perish just as they did.’

Then he told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted in his
vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. So he
said to the gardener, “See here! For three years I have come looking
for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why
should it be wasting the soil?” He replied, “Sir, let it alone for one
more year, until I dig round it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit
next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.” ’

The Gospel of Christ
Praise be to thee, O Christ.

Sermon: The Rev. Gail Rodger
Announcements

Prayer for our tithes and offering

Blessed be thou, Lord God of Israel, for ever and ever. All that is in
the heaven and in the earth is thine.

All things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee.
Amen.

The Nicene Creed

I believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth, and of all things visible and invisible:



And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
Begotten of the Father before all worlds; God, of God; Light, of
Light; Very God, of very God; Begotten, not made; Being of one
substance with the Father; Through whom all things were made:
Who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven, And
was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, And was
made man, And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried, And the third day he rose again
according to the Scriptures, And ascended into heaven, And
sitteth on the right hand of the Father. And he shall come again
with glory to judge both the quick and the dead: Whose kingdom
shall have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, The Giver of Life,
Who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, Who with the
Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who
spake by the Prophets. And | believe one, holy, catholic, and
apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the remission
of sins. And I look for the resurrection of the dead, And the life
of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Confession and Absolution

Hear what comfortable words our Saviour Christ saith unto all that
truly turn to him.

Come unto me all that labour and are heavy laden, and | will refresh
you. Matthew 11. 28.



God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, to the
end that all that believe in him should not perish, but have eternal
life. John 3. 16.

Hear also what Saint Paul saith.
This is a true saying, and worthy of all to be received, that Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 1 Timothy 1. 15.

Hear also what Saint John saith.

If anyone sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous; and he is the propitiation for our sins: not for ours only,
but also for the sins of the whole world. 1 John 2. 1, 2

Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God. (Silence is kept)

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all
things and judge of all people: We acknowledge and confess our
manifold sins and wickedness, which we from time to time most
grievously have committed, by thought, word and deed, against
thy divine majesty. We do earnestly repent, and are heartily
sorry for these our misdoings. Have mercy upon us, most
merciful Father; For thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake,
forgive us all that is past; And grant that we may ever hereafter
serve and please thee in newness of life, to the honour and glory
of thy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath
promised forgiveness of sins to all them that with hearty repentance
and true faith turn unto him; have mercy upon you, pardon and
deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all



goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And with thy spirit.

And now as our Saviour Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Blessing

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts
and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus
Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you
always. Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

(no alleluias during Lent)



Territorial Acknowledgement

We worship on the traditional lands of the L91’<W91]9n speaking peoples, who
are the Esquimalt, Songhees and other Nations of the Salish and Coast Salish
Peoples. We, who came from many lands to join the line of those
worshipping here, commit our Church to continue the journey of truth and
reconciliation with our First Nations’ neighbours.

We welcome saints, seekers and sinners as we live into a life in Christ,
learning about and from one another as we worship God together. Christ
binds us together in love through our diversity. If you are comfortable,
please give us your name and address so we can add you to our weekly
prayer list. We are looking forward to getting to know you better.



Weekly Cycles of Prayer

In the Worldwide Anglican Communion, we pray for The
Anglican Church of South America; for Ann Germond, our interim
Primate; Chris Harper, the National Indigenous Archbishop; Bishop
Ordinary to the Canadian Armed Forces, The Right Rev. Scott
McCaig; and the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Canada.

In our diocese, we pray for our bishop, The Right Rev. Anna
Greenwood-Lee.

In our region, we pray for St John the Divine, The Venerable
Alastair Singh-McCollum, The Rev. Dr. John Thatamanil, The Rev
Pam Worthington

In our parish we pray for: Walter Adams; Dorothy Barnes; William
Bates; Myrna Bennett; Ann Berry; Cindy Bourgeois; Caleb
Bourgeois; Cohen Bourgeois.

In our community we pray for the Esquimalt Seniors Community
Centre Society

For the month of March, we pray for the Altar Guild.
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